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Reception 
Your child will be continuing to learn through play at school this 
half term and engaging in short focused activities with an adult. 
They will be learning their sounds every day and practising letter 
and number formation.  
Homework is handed out on Friday and collected in on a 
Wednesday morning. Activities are linked to what we have been 
doing during the week . 

 
Year 1 

Each week your child will receive: 
• Maths Homework (or sometimes Topic based) 

• Spellings linked to our work in phonics  
• Reading  

 
Homework will be given out in your child’s homework book on a Friday 
and collected in on a Wednesday morning. Spellings are given out on a 
Friday for the following Friday. It would be appreciated if you could 
take the time to help your child learn their spellings at home.  
 
Children should also read at home every night to an adult. This should 
be recorded in their planner. Reading bags, books and planners should 
be brought to school every day and taken home every night. Books 
will be changed once a week and children will also be able to choose a 
book from the library to read with you at home. If your child is a 
keen reader and reads their own books this can also be recorded in 
their planners.  

Reminder. 
PE kits should be brought into school in a drawstring bag at 
the start of term and remain at school until the end of term. 
This should include a T-shirt (not a football shirt), plain black 
shorts and plimsolls. 
Children will also need to bring a pair of old outdoor shoes or 
wellies into school for working outdoors. Please supply your 
child with a water bottle that has their name on it to leave at 
school.  
Please remember to put your child’s name in everything 

that they bring to school! 
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Literacy  
Our topic for the next five weeks is ‘Pirates'. We will be 
reading ‘My Granny is a Pirate', 'The Littlest Pirate' and 
other pirate stories and poems. We will also look at 
information texts about life at sea and dressing like a 
pirate. Reception will continue to practise writing cvc words 
and start to write simple sentences. Year 1 will be doing a 
Big Write every other week, during which they will plan 
their own stories and then write them independently. They 
will also be continuing to improve their writing by using a 
wider range of adjectives, verbs and punctuation. 
 
Maths 
Reception children will continue to practise counting and 
ordering to 20 and beyond. They will begin to solve simple 
addition and subtraction problems in practical contexts, 
develop vocabulary to describe shape and position, and 
recognise o’clock times. Year 1 will practise adding a single 
digit number by counting on, and adding 2-digit numbers by 
combining the different parts. They will solve subtraction 
problems by counting back. They will use half and quarter to 
describe fractions of shapes, and read the time to the hour 
and half hour. They will use graphs and pictograms to 
represent data. 
 
Science  
Children will continue to have the opportunity to investigate 
the properties of water and floating and sinking. They will 
begin to learn about the water cycle, linked to visits to our 
stream and the sea. Having visited the aquarium and 
observed our fish in class, they will learn about the 
features of sea creatures, and how they live in their 
environment. 
 
R.E. 
Reception children will be talking about places that are 
special to them or others. Year 1 will discuss “What makes a 
saint?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P.E. 
The focus for this half term will be on gymnastics (and 
obviously getting outside whenever the weather permits!) The 
children will complete a journey from a pirate ship to a desert 
island (constructed from gym equipment and mats) with the 
focus on rolling, balancing, jumping and landing skills. 
ICT 
This half term reception will be developing their keyboard and 
mouse skills with the focus on typing sentences and creating a 
picture for a pirate wanted poster. Year 1 will continue to look 
at pictograms and collect and present data. They will also 
program a Bee-bot to find the pirate's treasure and design a 
wanted poster. 
Forest Schools/ Outdoor  
We will be using the school grounds to plan and make maps, 
which may then be used to locate hidden treasure!  Tracking 
the water from the stream to the sea, will explain part of the 
water cycle in Science 
Music 
In our music lessons we will be learning and singing sea 
shanties and pirate songs. Children will create pirate 
movements and keep the beat with percussion instruments. We 
are also lucky enough to have Mrs James (and her ukulele) 
coming in to teach an extra music lesson every week. 
Art/D&T 
We will be making a life-size pirate using paper mache, 
material and stuffing. The children will also junk model a 
pirate ship, create an authentic looking treasure map using tea 
leaves to stain the paper and design and make their own pirate 
flag and symbol. 
Gardening 
Having planted beans, carrots and sweet peas before half 
term, we will tend our raised bed and polytunnel plot, keeping 
down weeds and ensuring the plants are regularly watered. We 
are watching the wild flower seeds grow in our outside play 
area, and will be measuring our sunflowers to see whose is 
tallest! 


