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3rd November 2017 

 

Dear Parent, 

 

After a relaxing half term break, we are well into the swing of the new half term. All classes have started their 

new topics and taking in part in trips to a range of places. Believe it or not, Christmas preparations are 

already underway! 

 

Poppy Appeal 

As from Monday morning, we will be selling poppies as part of the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. We 

will also have available a range of poppy themed items including: wristbands, reflectors, friendship bracelets 

and snap bands. All items cost between 50p and £1. 

 

Lumiere 

This year the Year 6 Mini Police have been invited to attend Durham Lumiere Light Festival. As part of their 

role they will showcase Durham Constabulary, raise awareness of road safety with Durham County Council 

and assist with handing out wrist bands on the entrances to the event at Market Place and Elvet Bridge. Any 

Year 6 who would like to attend, please return your form as soon as possible. 

 

Children in Need Events 

As you will already know, we have organised a special themed lunch to celebrate Children in Need on 

Friday 17th November. The School Council have also asked that we have a non-uniform day on the same day. 

The cost will be £2 and, of course, all money raised will go to Children in Need. 

 

Attendance 

It seems like Class 2 are unstoppable at the minute! Second win in a row for our Year 3 and 4 pupils – well 

done! 

 

Class One Class Two Infants 
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Class Information 

Class Four 

Class Four have loved their first week learning about dinosaurs. We have been reading the story 

Tyrannosaurus Drip by Julia Donaldson and used it as inspiration for our writing. We have also been 

measuring the size of dinosaur eggs and creating dinosaurs of our own. Our Reception children made their 

own dinosaur using their hand prints. They loved creating their own creatures and making up stories about 

where they lived and what they are like!                             Mr Carr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Three 

The Year 2 pupils have had a brilliant week! We’ve started to read our new novel ‘The Secret Dinosaur’ and 

we’ve used some of the ideas in the story to write story settings. In maths, the class have been working hard 

on their times tables and in PE they have created superb dinosaur dances. What a week! 

 

Class Two  

This week, Class 2 have started their new topic ‘The Maya Civilisation’. We have looked at items the Maya 

would have owned and put them in order from most to least valuable, followed a recipe to make Ancient 

Maya hot chocolate and started to learn about the Maya ball game ‘Pok-a-tok’. We found out that the game 

involves quite a lot of human sacrifice so the children decided that they would not have liked to play 

themselves!                               Miss Edmunds 

 

Class One 

Class 1 have made a great start to their new topic ‘Evacuees’. On Monday we will be visiting Beamish 

Museum where we will see what life was like for children during World War 2. During the day they will take 

part in a range of activities covering topics such as the black out, rationing, dig for victory, the black market, 

war time cookery and the Home Guard. The Year 6 pupils will be travelling to the Safety Carousel on 

Tuesday and some of our class will be taking part in a tag rugby festival on Wednesday. In between all of 

these activities we will fit in maths and English lessons!                      Miss Rippon 
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Payments to school 

Mrs Phillips has asked me to remind you that all cheques for lunch money, breakfast club and after school 

club should be made to Durham County Council. Only cheques for school trips or school fund should be 

made to Ebchester Primary School – thank you. 

 

School Clubs  

I know there has been some confusion regarding the after school clubs. To clarify, the sports and crafts clubs 

that we hold every half term, which are led by staff, Mr Collingwood and Leisureworks, are still free. It is our 

after school care, like Breakfast Club, that you pay for. The after school care is available to those parents who 

would like to pick up their children any time up to 5.30pm. I’ve attached a leaflet outlining what this club 

provides. Please get in touch with Miss Willis, Mrs Phillips or myself if you require any further details. 

 

Operation Christmas Child - Shoebox Collection 

We are again collecting items to fill shoeboxes as part of Operation Christmas Child. We will again pack the 

shoeboxes here in school so all we ask is that you choose some items from the lists and send them to school 

by Monday13th November. If you would prefer to contribute towards the £5 shipping and project charge per 

box, we would be very grateful. All children will have the opportunity to help to decide which gifts should 

be packed in each shoebox. This is a very worthwhile charity which helps to teach children the joy of giving. 

 

Dates for your diary: 

6th November – Class One Beamish Trip 

7th November – Year 6 Safety Carousel 

10th November – Class Two Cathedral Visit 

13th November – Messy Church 

18th November – Year 6 Mini Police Lumiere Activity 

28th November – Book Fair Week 

12th December – Junior Christmas Performance 

14th December – Infant Christmas Performance 

20th December – Christmas Party 

21st December - Christingle and Carol Service (am) 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Rachel Clasper 

Headteacher 
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