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11th October 2018 

Dear Parent, 

I hope you enjoy reading our final newsletter of this half term. 

 

Class Information 

Class Four 

Class Four have enjoyed listening to music from around the world this week in our 

Wonderful World topic. We have been learning a Spanish song called 'Chocolate 

Molinillo' all about making chocolate milk! We have also listened to music from 

Africa and our favourite style of African music was the war chants from Western 

Africa. We thought about what the people might be chanting in the music if they 

were about to go into battle. We thought that the warriors must be trying to scare and 

intimidate their enemies so we made up some of our own chants with lyrics which 

were supposed to make our enemies nervous! We enjoyed performing these to the 

class with percussion instruments just like in the African music we listened to. Mr 

Carr 

 

Class Three 

Over the past two weeks, Class 3 have worked hard. They completed their 

‘South America’ topic area by painting and decorating their Brazilian 

carnival masks with glitter, sequins and lots of feathers. You can see by the 

picture how amazing they all looked when they were wearing them. This 

week we have started our work on Australia, reading all about platypuses. 

We now know what they look like, where they live and what they eat and 

we are ready to write our own reports about them on Friday! Miss 

Edmunds 

 

Class Two 

In Class Two this week we have been continuing to observe our science investigation, where we have looked 

closely at what is making the plants grow. The children were quite disappointed that the plant in the fridge is 

not sprouting broad beans into the staff lunch! In Art, we have been creating our own illuminated letters 

which are similar to the ones found on Anglo-Saxon manuscripts. Our next job is to carefully paint these to 
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go on our classroom display. I am sure they will look amazing. Also related to our Anglo-Saxon topic, we 

have been looking at Kenning's style poetry. These are similar to riddles. We had lots of fun creating our own 

within the class for others to guess the theme. As you can imagine some of the guess work and ideas were 

brilliant! Miss Rogers 

 

Class One 

Class One had a special visit this week, Rob from the charity WE came into school to do a workshop about 

social responsibility. As a class, the children have decided that they want to try and raise funds to help 

reduce plastic waste. In order to do this, children have come up with ideas such as a sponsored litter pick and 

a talent show. 

Children are also continuing with their topic about the Vikings and Anglo Saxons and are preparing to make 

a booklet about King Alfred who ruled England during some of this period. Children have enjoyed 

researching about this and we look forward to producing the booklets to display.  Mrs Askell 

 

 

 

Outdoor Classroom 

At last our outdoor classroom is ready to be used! After a long wait we have an 

area we can now use for Forest School lessons. Please feel free to have a look 

when you drop off or collect your child.   

 

 

Sponsored Walk 

Many thanks to all of you who joined us last week on our sponsored walk at Chopwell Woods. We have 

raised a massive £1040 which will be used to purchase seating for the playground and planters for the pupils 

to use during Forest School sessions. 

 

Attendance 

Well done Class Three – you are the winners this week. 

 

Class One Class Two Class Three Class Four 

95% 95.2% 95.6% 92.8% 

 

Church Visit – Class 4 

A trip to St. Ebba’s Church has been arranged for the pupils in Class 4 on Friday 19th October. They will be 

met by two of our governors – Mrs Williamson and Mr Heatherington – who will show the pupils around 

and talk about why different parts of the church are special. 
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Forest School 

This week in Forest school, 

the children have been 

finding all sorts of different 

Autumn colours. They have 

also been continuing to build 

dens, some complete with 

attics, gardens and doorbells! 

Mrs Stavers   

 

 

 

Parent Consultations 

Parent consultations will take place on the first week back after the half term break on Tuesday 30th October 

from 1:30pm to 5:30pm. Additional sessions will be available for Class One and Class Two pupils on the 

morning of Thursday 1st November from 9:10am to 10am. Lists for appointments will be posted in the sports 

hall entrance on Monday and you are invited to complete these. Older children can, with your permission, 

add their names to the list. Mrs Phillips will also add names if you ring school. If you have to see more than 

one teacher, please do not choose consecutive slots in case a teacher is running late. 

 

Theatre Trip – Class 4 

A visit to the Gala Theatre in Durham to watch a performance of Julia Donaldson’s Tabby McTat has been 

arranged for the Reception and Year 1 pupils on Wednesday 17th October. The school will pay the cost of the 

coach and theatre tickets so there is no charge for the visit. The coach will leave school straight after lunch at 

12.15pm and the pupils should be back at school by the end of the school day.  

 

Parent E-Safety Meeting 

Unfortunately, we have had to change the date of our parent e-safety meeting to Thursday 18th October at 

1.30pm. As part of the meeting each of the classes will lead a short presentation about what they have been 

working on in Digital Literacy this half term. Once the presentation is over, you are more than welcome to 

take your child home. 

 

Halloween Party 

Our very first Halloween party will take place on the 31st October from 4.30pm to 6pm. Tickets cost £1.50 are 

available on ParentPay and will be handed out to pupils at the end of next week. Siblings are more than 

welcome to join in but will require a ticket and an adult to stay with them. Miss Willis’ club will run until 

4.30pm for those people who would like to use it – just send fancy dress clothes in a named bag. 
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New Parent Governor 

I’m pleased to confirm that Mrs Karen Parkin (Kaye’s mam) is our new parent representative on the 

Governing Body. 

 

TikTok Tips for Parents 

I have attached a ‘Tips for Parents’ information sheet about TikTok. Formally known as Musical.ly, TikTok 

allows users to make short videos which can then have filters and sound clips added. There are many safety 

concerns linked to the app and this information sheet provides information about keeping your child safe. 

The app is intended for users aged 13+. 

 

Shoebox Appeal 

We are again collecting items to fill shoeboxes as part of Operation Christmas Child. We will again pack the 

shoeboxes here in school so all we ask is that you choose some items from the lists and send them to school 

by Friday 9th November. If you would prefer to contribute towards the £5 shipping and project charge per 

box, we would be very grateful. All children will have the opportunity to help to decide which gifts should 

be packed in each shoebox. This is a very worthwhile charity which helps to teach children the joy of giving. 

 

 

Christmas Dates 

I know it is only October but our Christmas dates are already in the diary! 

 

Tuesday 11th December – Junior Performance (2pm) 

Thursday 13th December – Infant Performance (2pm) 

Wednesday 19th December – Christmas Party (all pupils) 

Thursday 20th December – Christingle and Carol Service at St Ebba’s (2pm) 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Rachel Clasper 

Headteacher 
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