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Dear Parent, 

 

Christmas Tree Decorating at Vindomora Country Lodges 

Pupils from Years 5 and 6 will be visiting Vindomora Country Lodges on the morning of Friday …December 

to take part in a community Christmas tree decorating session. Pupils will be making their own decorations 

this week to decorate the tree. They will also be singing carols around the tree before returning to school for 

lunch. 

 

Sponsored Walk 

As many of you will know, we normally hold a sponsored event early in the school year to raise money to 

pay for experiences and trips for each class. Last year was particularly lovely with many of you joining us for 

our sponsored walk around Derwent Reservoir. As we are unable to do the same thing this year we hope that 

you will be able to help us. 

This year we will be holding a family sponsored walk where we ask you to walk as a family the equivalent 

distance that we walked last year – 3.5 miles. If all pupils manage to walk that distance, over the next month, 

the pupils will have walked 322 miles – roughly walking from Ebchester to Portsmouth. 

I have attached a sponsored form and ask that you follow government guidelines when contacting family 

and friends about sponsor money. It would be fantastic if you could also send in photos of the pupils during 

their walk so that we can share them with the pupils in other bubbles and also on our Facebook account (if 

you have given permission). 

As this is our main fundraising event of the year, we hope that you will be able to help us raise some money 

as well as enjoying some exercise time with your children.  

 

Staggered Drop Off 

Could I remind you that we have staggered drop off and pick up times to ensure that pupils in different 

bubbles do not mix? If you miss your child’s drop off time, please telephone the office to arrange a safe 

alternative time. Many thanks for your cooperation. 

 

Reading Books 

Staff have asked me to remind you of the importance that your child(ren) read every night. If you have any 

concerns or questions about home reading, please speak to your child’s teacher in next week’s consultation 

meetings. 

 

PTA 

Our Parent Teacher Association has asked for donations for a Christmas raffle that they are organising this 

year. Any donations can be left in the box at the entrance of the school. 

Ebchester 

Church of England Primary School 

Newsletter 
 

www.ebchester.durham.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/learning/learn-schools/unicef-logo.jpg
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/7/76/YoungEnterprise-logo.png&imgrefurl=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:YoungEnterprise-logo.png&usg=__3ZcsHOcaLRLbWD6BPWDIO8mk4fE=&h=100&w=420&sz=8&hl=en&start=2&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=SdCtma4vvRr2fM:&tbnh=30&tbnw=125&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dyoung%2Benterprise%2Blogo%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG%26tbs%3Disch:1
file:///C:/Users/dparry/Downloads/www.ebchester.durham.sch.uk


 

Headteacher: Mrs Rachel Clasper 
Ebchester Church of England Primary School | Shaw Lane | Ebchester | Consett | Co. Durham | DH8 0QB | Tel/Fax: 01207 560349 

 

                                                

Photograph Day 

Tempest Photography visited school today. Due to the Covid-19 regulation, the photographer informed us 

that she will post the photograph proofs to school early next week. 

 

Class Information 

Reception 

Reception have had another great week. We have been continuing with our new project, ‘Can you read me a 

story?’- which is all about fairytales. Our class story this week has been an alternative fairy tale, Princess 

Smartypants. Children have been thinking of their own challenges that they could have set for Prince 

Swashbuckle so that he could marry Princess Smartypants. I’m sure that children would love to tell you all 

about it. In PE, children learnt how to jump safely and learnt a dance about being an astronaut on the moon. 

We have had lots of fun in Forest School this week. We went out in to the outside classroom and made some 

crowns to go along with our work on fairytales. As Christmas is will be here soon, we have started to look at 

the nativity story in RE, children have drawn their own nativity stable scenes. Super work from Reception - 

well done. Have a great weekend Mrs Askell – Key Person 

 

 

Year 1 

Year 1 have been working hard this half term. In Maths we have been working on place value and counting 

in 2s, 5s and 10s. We have completed some wonderful writing linked to the book ‘Knuffle Bunny’ and 

explored non-fiction texts all about big machines. In Science, we are learning about the different materials 

objects are made from and their properties. As ever, children have been thoroughly enjoying our forest 

school time, and having fun developing their Computing skills using BlueBot. Ms Fernandez 

 

 

Year 2 

Over the past two weeks, Year 2 have been working hard. In Literacy, we have read the story 'Croc and Bird', 

which is about a crocodile and a bird who are unlikely brothers. The children have then planned their own 

story about two very different animals and will write these next week. In our History lessons, we have been 

looking at a variety of special places and buildings around the North East and using clues to decide the order 

in which they were built! Miss Edmunds 

 

Year 3 and 4 

What a great start to the half term Year 3 and 4 have had! The children's attitude to learning has been 

fantastic as always. We have started learning about the Ancient Egyptians in History.  In Science, we went on 

a sound hunt and then learned about how we hear. The children particularly enjoyed Forest Schools as we 

used clay and natural materials to create faces on the trees in the woodland. They were amazing! We have 

also been lucky enough to have an afternoon of PE with Mr Collingwood. We're going to finish our week 
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with writing our own version of a Horrid Henry story, lots of Maths, a Music lesson and finishing our class 

book -‘Bad Dad’- by David Walliams. Miss Rogers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 and 6 

Class One have enjoyed learning about Hinduism in the North East this week in light of the upcoming 

festival of Diwali. We watched videos that were made by Hindu people in Newcastle and Gateshead this 

week and had a virtual tour of the Hindu temple in Newcastle. We were also read the story of Diwali by a 

Hindu priest. On Thursday, we watched a video which taught us how to dance in a Bollywood style! We had 

great fun learning the energetic choreography and you can view our performance on the school's Facebook 

page. Mr Carr 

 

 

Christmas Lunch/ Christmas Jumper Day 

We will have our Christmas lunch on Wednesday 16th December this year. If your child normally has packed 

lunch and you would like them to have Christmas lunch, please contact Mrs Phillips. Pupils are invited to 

wear a Christmas jumper/ bright top on this day. There is no charge for this. 

 

School Virtual Tour 

Over half term, Tim Lowrey, one of our governors, visited school to record a virtual tour of the school. We 

hope that anyone looking for a place for their child for September 2021 will be able to watch it in place of 

visiting the school in person. If you know of anyone who is looking for a place, please forward the following 

link to them. Many thanks. 

https://virtualtours.timlowrey360.com/StEbbasTest/ 

 

Important Dates 

Week beginning 12th November – Parent Consultations with Class Teacher 

23rd November – Flu Vaccinations 

30th November – Teacher Training Day (school closed for pupils) 
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2nd December – Y5/6 Christmas Tree Decorating 

16th December – Christmas Lunch/ Christmas Jumper Day 

17th December – Christmas Activity Day (including party) 

 

As always, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Rachel Clasper 

Headteacher 
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