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Dear Parent, 

 

I hope you are all well. Perhaps this newsletter should come with a warning – most of it is about Christmas! 

With December around the corner, plans for Christmas activities are well underway. As always, if you have 

any questions about anything included in this newsletter, please feel free to contact me. 

 

Christmas Tree Decorating at Vindomora Country Lodges 

Pupils from Years 5 and 6 will be decorating the Christmas tree at Vindomora County Lodges on Wednesday 

2nd December. 

 

Message from Father John 

We’re trimming up early, putting on our Santa hats and recording our version of 

the Nativity Story! If you’d like to take part, contact me and I’ll randomly 

allocate you a carol. Record it with your bubble- no instruments allowed, but if 

you can sound like a guitar or piano, that’s great! Send it to 

revjohnfisher@gmail.com. And I’ll add it to our YouTube Christmas Video – 

have fun! 

 

Christmas Cards 

It is an Ebchester School tradition for the children to post their Christmas cards for their friends into the 

school post-box and wait for the delivery of cards to their classrooms. We’d like this tradition to continue this 

year – especially when children from different classes are unable to mix. If your child would like to bring in 

Christmas cards, please send them in from next week. The final date for bringing in cards will be Friday 11th 

December. The cards will be ‘delivered’ to pupils on the 16th December – this leaves plenty of time between 

them being dropped off and reaching your home. Every year, parents ask for a class list of pupils’ first 

names. If you do not want you child’s name to be added to the list, please email school. 

  

Peanut Allergy 

Please can I remind you that we have a pupil in school with a severe peanut allergy? Please ensure that all 

items in packed lunches are peanut free. Many thanks. 

 

School Closed 

School will be closed to pupils on Monday 30th Novemberfor teacher training. It will reopen on Tuesday 1st 

December. 
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Class Information 

Reception 

This week in Reception we have started our Christmas project. We have been reading the story, The Jolly 

Christmas Postman. This has led on from our fairy-tale unit as the Jolly Postman delivers letters to some of 

the characters from the fairy tales that we have been reading. In literacy, children have been show-casing 

some of their acting skills as they took on the roles of the characters from the book and were asked lots of 

questions. Our Santa’s workshop has been busy too! Children have been helping the elves make and wrap 

presents. The workshop has a post box in it so children have been writing their Christmas lists and posting 

them. In maths, we have been doing lots of activities around one less, we even had a party game of musical 

chairs! I’m sure that children would love to do this at home with some of their teddy bears. What a great 

week we have had – enjoy your weekend. Mrs Askell – Key Person 

 

Year 1 

Year One have been working hard. In History, the children composed questions to find out about school life 

in the past. We were very lucky to have one of our Governors join us via video chat to answer all their 

questions and share some lovely photographs with us. In Forest School, children have been using clay and 

natural found objects to create some wonderful faces on the trees. Then, as the excitement of Christmas 

builds, we will be writing letters to Santa today telling him about all the ‘nice’ things we have done this year. 

Ms Fernandez 

 

Year 2 

In Year 2 this week, the children finished their 'Croc and Bird' English topic by writing their own stories 

involving two animals of their choice. They tried very hard and their finished pieces were great! In our 

History lesson, the children logged into their 'Teams' accounts on the computers and worked in pairs to 

complete an activity about the special local landmarks we have looked at. Finally, this afternoon we are going 

to have some fun using the Beebots in Computing- the children will be working in groups to plan routes for a 

floor robot across a variety of exciting maps! Miss Edmunds 

 

Year 3 and 4 

It's been another busy week in Year 3/4. We've built dens in Forest Schools. We've been learning about sound 

pitch in Science. In English, we've been building up to write an information text about instruments. All 

children have worked extremely hard with a great attitude to learning. Today, it's finally time to put our 

Christmas decorations up in class- how is it that time of year already? Let the fun commence! Miss Rogers 

 

Year 5 and 6 

Class One have greatly enjoyed learning about the Benin Kingdom this half term in History. We spent the 

first few weeks learning about the Kingdom’s history and culture. We learnt about their gods and religious 
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beliefs, the structure of their society including the role of their Ogiso or Oba (King), and how they were very 

skilled craftspeople and made exceptional works of art.  

This week, we learnt about the Benin Punitive Expedition which happened in 1897. During this expedition, 

the British went to the Benin Kingdom and destroyed the society. They destroyed the Edo people’s buildings, 

art work and lives. We had a heated class debate about whether the British soldiers were justified in their 

actions. Following the debate, we wrote newspaper articles about the Punitive Expedition imagining we were 

journalists writing in 1897 at the time of the events. Mr Carr 

 

 

Sponsored Walk 

Many thanks to all of you who have already completed our family sponsored 

walk. You are welcome to send sponsor money into school or use ParentPay. 

We still have a few weeks left so please feel free to email photos once you have 

completed your walk. Many thanks for your support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Travelling Cribs 

Unfortunately, we will be unable to send the travelling cribs home this year as we would normally do. 

Instead, a crib will be placed into every classroom and all pupils will be given an opportunity to play with 

the crib and read the Nativity story. 

 

Christmas Activities 

Although things will be a little different when celebrating Christmas in school this year, we hope to make it 

as exciting and fun as it has been in previous years. Class Christmas parties will go ahead; all pupils will take 

part in a virtual panto performance of ‘Robin Hood and his Socially Distanced Men,’ as well as watching a 

Northern Stage performance of The Emperor’s New Clothes. Santa will also be making a virtual visit to our 

Infant pupils to wish them a Merry Christmas. 
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PTA 

As you may have seen from the posters displayed on the driveway, our PTA have arranged three Christmas 

activities for families to take part in during the run up to the Christmas break. They have organised a ‘Guess 

the weight of the Christmas cake’ competition which will run next week. Follow the instructions on the 

poster below if you would like to enter – good luck! 

 

Robinwood – Y5/6 trip 

Can I remind you that the deposit of £10 is now due to be paid for the Y5/6 visit to Robinwood next year? 

Could I ask that all deposits are paid by 11th December. If the trip does not go ahead, all money will be 

refunded. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Rachel Clasper 

Headteacher 
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